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Allium tarkhankuticum (Amaryllidaceae), a new species of section Oreiprason
endemic to the Crimean steppe, Ukraine
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Abstract

Heterogeneity of the Allium saxatile group in the Crimea was highlighted ca. 80 years ago by Wulff in Flora Taurica, but
it was not studied due to lack of adequate collections. Allium tarkhankuticum, a new species from the A. saxatile group
(sect. Oreiprason), is described here from the western Crimea. A description is based on living plants and fresh
herbarium specimens. Allium tarkhankuticum is an endemic of steppe habitats of the Tarkhankut Peninsula and adjacent
areas with a type locality near Novoozernoye on Lake Donuzlav. Diagnostic characters are presented (including an
identification key) to distinguish the new species from other Eastern European and Caucasian species of the A. saxatile
group. Many inland localities of A. tarkhankuticum in virgin Crimean steppes were destroyed as a result of land use
change in the mid-20th century. Taxonomy of the whole group is still unresolved. Plants from Mount Agarmysh (eastern
foothills of the Crimean mountains) do not correspond with either A. marschallianum or A. tarkhankuticum. Caucasian
A. saxatile in its current circumscription needs further investigation.

Pe3rome

Heonnopoarocts rpynmsr Allium saxatile B Kpeimy 6buta Boisinena E.B. Bynsthom Bo «®Dnope Kpsima» okoso 80 siet
Ha3ajl, OJHAKO He Obljla M3yueHa u3-3a HEJA0CTAaTKa COOTBETCTRYIOIMX Marepuainos. Allium tarkhankuticum, Hogsiit Buz
u3 rpynnst A. saxatile (cekuust Oreiprason), onucsiBaercs u3 3anansHoro Kpsima. Onrcanre 0CHOBaHO Ha JKUBBIX
pacteHusx u cBexux coopax. Allium tarkhankuticum — suaemuik creneii TapXaHKyTCKOTO MOMTYOCTPOBA U MPUIErAOLUINX
MECTHOCTEIA, €ro TUI TpoUcXoauT u3-mox HoBooseproro Ha 03. JIoHy3nas. [IpeacTaBieHbl AUATHOCTHYECKHE MPU3HAKH
(BKJTFOUAsT KITHOU), MO3BOJISIOIIME OTIIMUMThH HOBBIM BHI OT APYTHUX BOCTOYHOEBPOMENCKUX U KaBKa3CKMX MpeacTaBuTeNeH
rpynmbl A. saxatile. Muorue mecronaxoxaenus A. tarkhankuticum B uenunHbix crensix KpsiMa GbUTH YHUUYTOXKEHBI B
cepennre XX Beka B pe3ysibTaTe CMEHbI PEKMMa 3eMJIenob30Banus. CHCTeMarruka rpyribl B LIEJIOM €lle HEe PelieHa.
Pactenus ¢ . Arapmbiin (BOCTOYHbIE Ipearopbs [naBHOM rpsasl, KpeiM) He yKIaAbIBAIOTCSA B OPU3HAKH Kak A.
marschallianum, tak u A. tarkhankuticum. Tpebyet nanbHeiiniero u3yueHus u kaBkasckuii A. saxatile B ero Tekyiem
MOHUMaHWH.
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Introduction

Allium L. (Amaryllidaceae) is the largest genus of petaloid monocots (excluding orchids) with at least 800
species (Fritsch et al. 2010). Dozens of new species have been described in the last 20 years, mainly from
Central Asia and the Mediterranean area. The current system of the genus, based on ITS sequences, is
sophisticated and comprises 15 subgenera, thought to be monophyletic, and 72 sections (Friesen et al. 2006).
Allium saxatile is the type of A. sect. Oreiprason Hermann (1939: 57), which is subordinated to newly
recircumscribed A. subgen. Polyprason Radi¢ (1990: 250, 253).
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